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KONRAD OSTERWALDER

Former Rector of the United Nations University in Tokyo

Konrad Osterwalder was born in Frauenfeld (Switzerland) nel June 1942. He studied theoretical
physics at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zlrich, where he graduated in 1965 and
obtained a Research Doctorate in 1970.

From 1971 to 1976 he carried out research in mathematical physics and taught at Harvard (USA).
In 1977 he returned to Switzerland where he became Ordinary Professor of Mathematical
Physics at the Federal Polytechnic (ETH), Zurich. From 1995 to 2007 he was Rector of the
Federal Politecnico, ZUrich. From September 1, 2007 to February 28, 2013 he was Rector of the
United Nations University in Tokyo with the title of General Undersecretary of the UNO.

Professor Osterwalder is Member of the Executive Committee of the Club of Rome, of the Swiss
Academy of Technical Sciences and has been “Visiting Professor” in French, American,

Japanese and Italian universities.



